
Northwest District 
of the Connecticut Junior Soccer Association 

January 17, 2018 Wyndham Southbury Hotel, Southbury, CT 

Attendees: Corrado Perugini, Dave Brouillette (Wolcott), Nick Meglio (Bunker Hill), Karen Puskas (Shepaug), 
Ryan Chmlelewski (Woodbury/Bethlehem), David Shannon (Litchfield), Margherita Luzzi (Litchfield), Tim 
Holland (Southbury), Joe Wunderlich (New Milford), Steve Vetter (Brookfield), Cari Boucher (Highlander), 
Tom Fitzpatrick (Sherman), Kelly Gereski (Watertown), Jay Geise (Watertown), Joe Wunderlich (New 
Milford), Jay Zalewski (Southbury), Mark Ardino (Southbury), Laura Anderson (New Fairfield), Vincent Dorso 
(Thomaston), Scott Stiffler (Northwest United), John Belles (Brookfield), Glen Gleissner (Middlebury) 
 
Not in Attendance: Danbury, Winchester United, Torrington, Terryville 
 
Public Comment: None 
 
Moment of Silence: A moment of silence was observed in memory of the Southeast Vice President, Milan 
Keser who passed away in December.  He had been Vice President of the Southeast District for 32 years. Dave 
suggested that we make a donation from the Northwest District to the Southeast District scholar in Keser’s 
name.  Glen made a motion that our district donate $1000 to the scholarship, Steve seconded the motion.  All 
were in favor, none opposed 
 
Minutes: The minutes from September’s meeting will be posted on our website, please review them, we will 
approve them at the next meeting. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: We’re about $10,000 on the plus side for revenue, but this does not include the banquet 
costs.  The district pays about $5600 for the banquets, including the photographer, trophies, etc. There are three 
clubs who owe money for the per player fees to CJSA - Litchfield, Thomaston, and New Fairfield. 
  
Registration: Registrations for team commitments will open on February 1st and close on March 4th and teams 
will be $75 after the deadline the cost will be $150.  You can pay with a credit card for the first time this season.  
You can still register without a credit card if you need to.  Travel games will begin on April 7th and the last 
game will need to be played by June 17th.  League scheduling meeting will be March 14th.  The coaches meeting 
will be March 28th, 6:30pm for the boys and 7:30pm for the girls.  The dates are also on the website. 

Cup Registration – Make sure that you register through GotSoccer, but you must submit your cup rosters for 
approval through our district registrar, not GotSoccer.  

Bluestar – The new system will simplify the registration process.  Bluestar will be free for your club and if you 
run all of your club registrations through Bluestar, there will be no more upload to the state registration system, 
parents will register their players directly through Bluestar.  Will the existing data move to Bluestar?  The state 
will not begin using Bluestar until September.  At some point there will be a transfer of data from old system to 
the new system, but we may run in parallel for a year.  None of the birth certificates will need to be re-uploaded.  
The transition will be as seamless as possible.  Dave highly recommended that you attend the Bluestar 
presentation at the AGM.  It’s going to make the administrative process easier and less intensive for your clubs. 



 
State Report: There was a meeting last night.  We had a presentation from Kyle Martino who is running for 
President of US Soccer.  If he’s elected, we will see more emphasis at the youth level.  There are eight people 
running for President.  Under the new structure with Joe Conte taking over, we are moving a fast pace to re-
organize in order to be more transparent.  There is a new marketing initiative which we hope will trickle down 
to the clubs.  We also like to make the administrative process easier to make it easier to get volunteers at the 
club level.  The coaching licensing programs are changing.  We should have more information soon.  We’re 
coming up with new programs/modules that will be less time intensive for coaches who want to learn.  This will 
make it easier for coaches by breaking the process up into smaller increments.  Also, the coaches who are taking 
the D license test will be assessed while they are coaching kids going forward instead of the adults who were 
taking the course.  The license should service coaches who are coaching for CJSA.  Educating our coaches will 
help your clubs.  The ODP program has been very successful and is worth taking another look at it. 
 
Classic Travel: No new report 

Premier: No new report 

Training: No new report 
 
Website/Publicity: All dates and AGM information are up to date. 

Referees: The referee program is scheduling free in person clinics for your club referee assigners.  Hopefully 
we can get all assigners on the same page so that we can help young referees to navigate the system.  Only 
about 20% of our club assigners are certified assigners.  We need to make sure that all assigners are certified. 
Cory asked if any clubs would be interested in having a central district assigner that we would pay to assign 
games for the clubs in our district.  There was interest in this idea. 
 
Disciplinary: The fall was good.  There were a few issues here and there, most of the issues were between 
clubs and they handled the issues themselves.  Keep up the good work. 

New Business: Equipment reimbursement is still going on until August 31st.  This is for capital expenditures.   
For the spring, the U14/U15 League is any 8th grader can play in the league, no high school players.  There is no 
limit to the number of 8th graders.  If you have any U15 players, you’ll have to submit you roster for U15.   
 
We have an opportunity to partner with Mario at the state level using ODP coaches to create a developmental 
program within regions in our district and offer one or two training sessions a week while the player still plays 
in your club.  This would be offered at a reasonable cost to parents. This would supplement what the clubs are 
doing.  Dave B. asked for a quick show of hands for how many clubs were interested in starting an academy 
program at U9/U10, about a third of clubs said that they were interested.  Come back in March with a yes or no 
as to whether your club is interested. 

A letter was sent out by Dave Shannon in November.  The purpose of this letter was to articulate a framework 
for a shared process for determining A divisions and B divisions.  The hope is to set some rules about how to 
define who falls into which division.  A minimum of the top five teams will play in A division, there will be no 
exceptions or excuses.  If it turns out later on that 50% of the roster was from the previous team and should 
have moved up, then there’s a penalty of not winning the league.  Dave B. stated that he would like to get some 
verbiage out to everyone and run it by Rich as well.  We will take a vote at the March meeting.      



 
Also, for U16/U19 leagues, Dave suggests that we play with as many players as you have.  If you have 10 kids 
show up, then play 9v9.  We would play with one less than the number of players who show up.  We would 
change the U16/U19 league to 11v11.  12 Presidents agreed to change the U16/U19 league to 11v11, 1 
abstained, none against, so the U16/19 league will be changed to 11v11 with the stipulation that if you have 
less, we will play with the smaller amount. 
 
AGM Meeting: President’s meeting dinner is Friday, January 26th.  Rich Zimmerman won the volunteer of the 
year.  Dave B. requested that everyone send a representative so that we have a full table.  Karen will email the 
link to register out to everyone.  Each club receives one free ticket to the dinner.  Also, we’re going to invite the 
TOPS Soccer Program people to dinner as well to honor Milan.  Fill out a proxy form to vote if you can’t make 
it to the meeting. 
 
For the good of soccer:  The banquets for the fall season champions were held last Saturday and Sunday.  Both 
were great events.  Thank you to the Presidents who came and supported their clubs. 

Next Meeting: The next meeting will be March 14th at 7:30pm. 


